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Niels BOHLING, the principal author of this
account, is not a newcomer to the Greek islands.
When in 1994 he wrote his PhD thesis on the
botany and landscape ecology of the island of
Naxos in the Cyclades, he pioneered in the use of
indicator values in the Aegean if not in the Medi-
terranean as a whole (see OPTIMA Newslett. 30:
(39). 1996). He stuck to that specialty in the
present work, by which he applied the concept of
indicator values in a much larger area, increasing
the number of vascular plant taxa scored from
931 (for Naxos) to the awesome total of 2442,
being the total known floristic inventory of the
southern sector of the Aegean archipelago.

The indicator values are ELLENBERG’S in-
vention, and his precepts, modified but slightly,
have been followed here. For each taxon. the
preferences with respect to light, temperature,
climate continentality, water supply, soil acidity.
nutrient availability and salinity were assessed
on a 9 or 10 unit scale (12 units for water sup-
ply). The result is a 7-digit numeral characteris-
ing each taxon, with the idea that the correspond-
ing parameters of any given locality can then be
assessed by averaging the indicator values of the
plant taxa present. Other parameters, such as
grazing pressure, might be added in the future.

Indicator values are so defined as to vary po-
tentially, for widespread taxa, in the various parts
of their area. This means that the values had to be
assessed anew for all South Aegean taxa, even
those for which they had already been established
elsewhere. In order to achieve this, BOHLING has
spent almost one year on 12 different field trips,
between 1997 and 2001, exploring the South
Aegean island arc in all its parts. He has col-
lected a large number of vouchers, of which the
first set is being incorporated in the Berlin her-
barium, has published various papers and notes,
and discovered several new species. He may take
justified pride in his achievements. W.G.
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